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 We are recognized as knowledge resource
agency for sustainability solutions in the
vegetable oil sector in the country

 We work towards improving supply chain
efficiency and inclusivity of farmers in the
supply chain through Farmer Producer
Organizations (FPOs)

 We are expert in on-ground implementation
of public-private partnerships programmes
for sustainable agriculture and livelihood of
smallholder farmers

 We are working with around 1.5 million farmers Across Various Cropping Systems in 15 States
of India and preparing them for Regenerative & Climate Smart Production



The International Centre of Excellence for Regenerative Agriculture 
has been established in Madhya Pradesh, India for large scale 

promotion of regenerative agriculture.

SMART AGRI Hub facilitate the convergence of scientific data using 
disruptive technologies such as mobile/cloud computing, Internet 

of Things (IoT) etc. Team of experts is engaged for monitoring, 
assessment and generation of real-time advisories and technical 

knowledge support
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Domestic Availability v/s Import of Edible Oils in India 
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 India’s self-sufficiency in edible oil production is approximately 43%

 57% of edible oil is imported from other countries



Essential part of the Indian diet and Key for Food Security: Edible oils are integral to Indian cooking, with almost every 
household using oil in daily food preparation, contributing significantly to food security and nutrition.

Major import commodity: India is one of the largest consumers and importers of edible oils, making it a crucial 
component of the country’s import basket and trade balance.

Key for livelihood of millions of Farmers: Oilseeds play an important role for livelihood of millions of farmers and 
employment opportunities.

Boost to agro-industries: Significant contribution in India’s agro-based industries, from farmers growing oilseeds 
to processing, refineries and retailers.

Role in Value Chains: The edible oil industry supports integrated value chains (oil extraction, food processing and 
allied sectors like livestock feed, contributing to broader economic growth)

Government’s Ambition towards Self-sufficiency: The government’s focus on “Self-sufficiency in Edible Oils” 
highlights the strategic importance of edible oils in economic planning.

Impact on inflation: As a staple commodity, edible oil prices significantly influence food inflation and overall price stability 
in the economy, affecting consumer spending and economic growth.
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1. Technological Constraints and Huge Yield Gap: There
is still scope of improvement in development of high
yielding varieties coupled with appropriate production
technologies suitable to different regions.

2. Socio–economic constraints: The low income and
investment capacities of smallholders on various
resources, pricing, market linkages as well as gender
related constraints.

3. Environmental Constraints: About 72% area of
oilseeds fall under rainfed farming where biotic threats
(diseases) and climate vagaries cause severe damage to
crops.

4. Infrastructural constraints: Majority of the Vegetable
Oil extraction industries are operating on 40-50% capacity
(due to poor supplies they are un-able to utilize the full
capacity).

5. Adoption Gaps of Recommended Agronomic
Practices: There is huge gaps in the adoption of
recommedned agronomic practices.











Source: ITC
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There are around 70 soy certifications.
 Majority of soy sustainability certification systems are often not independent
 One major issue with many of the soy certification systems is that they are run 

by the soy traders themselves rather than an independent body

ADM Responsible Soybean 
Standard

Amaggi Responsible Soy 
Standard

FEFAC Sourcing 
Guidelines

Louis Dreyfus Company (LDC) program for 
Sustainable Agriculture

Cargill - Triple S 
Program

U.S. Soy Sustainability 
Assurance Protocol (SSAP)
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Note: Conventional production volumes do not comply with a VSS, while VSS-compliant production
volumes refer to cotton produced in compliance with at least one VSS. Production volumes that are
defined as potentially VSS compliant cannot be definitively identified as conventional or VSS compliant
with the data currently available. Source: FiBL-ITC-SSI survey 2021



 Solidaridad is working with over 200000 Soy farmers in the state of Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan
 Well established field training centers, offices and farm field schools across 20 districts of both

states; (200 extension experts and team members)
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 ISSS is India’s own soy certification systems; developed by the Indian industries and stakeholders

 It is run by an independent body i.e. SOPA ISSS Council rather any individual soy business



Traceability Tool 
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